
What do Michael Jackson,  

Al Gore, and Harry Potter all have in common? 

They were all made fun of in previous performances 
 of Voices of the Class!   

Voices of the Class is a sketch-variety show loosely based on 
the incoming first year admissions essays!  If you’d like to  

direct Voices of the Class 2010 (next September’s show)  
e-mail Kirsten Kiwior (kk6gk) for an application by April 19th.  

If you’d like to audition keep an ear out for more details or  

e-mail Kirsten. 

Written by: William Mastrosimone 

Rights obtained by Icarus Plays 



Artistic Staff 

 
Directors: Bryce Griffler and Alex Patton 

Artistic Asst. Director: Lindsay Ferris 
Production Asst. Directors: Rebecca Carter and  

Robert Eshleman 

 

Cast 

 
Caleb Erikson as himself 
Sara Delach as herself 

Amir Gassemi as himself 
Lily Patarinski as herself 

Courtney Hartnett as herself 
Brendt Harris as himself 

Justin Feltman as Dad, Public Defender 
Lauren Paullin as Mom, Prosecutor 
Katelyn Krause as Judge, Principal 
Anna Greenlee as Jury Foreman 

Luke Banda as Shadow 

 

Spectrum Executive Board 

 
Executive Producer: Rebecca Carter 

Artistic Director: Kirsten Kiwior 
Technical Director: Matt Miller 

Business Manager: Marie Plaine 
House Manager/ Historian: Ashley Kinney 

Publicity Chair: Katie Ryan 
Production Coordinator: Amanda Bakovic 

Social Chair: Emma Miller 

Creative Team 

- 1 in 4 

- CAPS 

- First Year Players 

- Debra Cohen 
- SAPA 

- SARA 

- Shelter for Help in  

Emergency (S.H.E.) 

- Hampton Inn & Suites 

- HELP Line 

- Office of the Dean of  

Students 

Special Thanks 

Did You know? 

Spectrum recently started a blog with information on the  
latest Spectrum shows and an archive of all your favorite 

shows from the past.  Check it out at  

www.spectrumtheatre.wordpress.com 

If you have any information from past Spectrum shows you 

don’t see on the blog feel free to send any pictures, video, or 
general show information to Ashley Kinney at 

ark9e@virginia.edu and she’ll happily upload them. 



 
 
 
 

Mission Statement: Spectrum Theatre exists to  
engage and challenge the University and  

Charlottesville communities through provocative,  
socially relevant, universal, inspiring, and innovative 

performance with artistic excellence and  
professionalism. The organization holds an  

uncompromising ideal of pursuing, with artistic  
passion, the full spectrum of the human  

experience. 
 

That’s a lot of fancy words.  In a nutshell, Spectrum 
Theatre is a student-run theatre organization here at 
U.Va.. We have put on well-known shows such as 
She Loves Me, The Fantasticks, and The Last Five 
Years as well as annual productions of The Vagina 
Monologues and the student-written show Voices of 

the Class (based on first year admissions  
essays!).  We work hard to put on great shows, but 
we also love to have fun, and want YOU to join us! 

What We Do 

As a service to our patrons, and per request of the playwright, several 

resources will be available for consulting after the performance.  

Representatives and literature can be found toward the back of The 

Forum. 

 We first had the idea to perform Bang Bang You’re Dead as soon 
as Spectrum Theatre announced an opening for a spring show. We had 
no idea at the time that the show had been modified  from its original 
1999 version. We are now proud to say that Spectrum Theatre is putting 
on the first East Coast (and second nationally performed) production of 
the updated version of Bang Bang You’re Dead. It’s been a rough road 
from finding a venue during “a capella season” to transporting a coffin (a 
prop in the show) around Grounds. 
 Directing this show has been much different than producing other 
shows from our past experiences.  Bang Bang deals with some topics in 
a serious fashion that other shows acquaint viewers with by using satire 
or hyperbole.  Getting the cast to find their characters was particularly 
challenging with this in mind.  Something we did immediately to help with 
this “character disconnect” was to change the names of the characters in 
the script to the names of our actors.  For example, the character played 
by Sara is actually “Emily” in the script. 
 Another goal we wanted to accomplish with this show is to 
change your perspective about school shootings.  Understandably, the 
public’s overall attitude towards such tragedies is frustration, sadness, 
and anger.  However, we feel that focusing this energy towards being 
more open-minded and understanding what led to a student’s fateful de-
cision to bring a gun to school would be greatly beneficial. 
 We encourage you to pay particular attention to the character de-
velopment throughout the show.  We hope this will enlighten you to the 
various perspectives seen throughout the show and help you understand 
the thought processes of the different characters.  It should also edify 
how the impact of the tragedy spreads much farther than Caleb ever en-
visions.  
 Bang Bang is not based on any school shooting or similar tragedy 
in particular.  Its purpose was to make a more general statement: “We 
can stop these tragedies before they arise.”   
 The show itself is obviously a touchy subject after the tragic 
school shooting at Virginia Polytechnic University on April 16, 2007.  But, 
rather than avoid the subject altogether, we felt that doing the show could 
be a coping mechanism for some, and a learning experience for others.  
We made a strong effort to not exploit the recent tragedy in Blacksburg, 
VA to sell our show, but felt it was necessary to acknowledge the horrific 
events of that day. 

Directors’ Note 



Luke Banda (Class of 2011, Music): Damn Yankees, Urinetown (Artistic 
Staff) (FYP). 
 

Rebecca Carter (Class of 2011, Astronomy): Thoroughly Modern Millie (Run 
Crew Chief), Damn Yankees (Run Crew Chief), Footloose (Set Designer, 
Asst. Technical Director) (FYP), I Love You Because (Asst. Tech 
Director, Spectrum).  
 

Sara Delach (Class of 2012, Mathematics): Sweeney Todd (Tech), 
Urinetown (Tech) (FYP). 
 

Caleb Erikson (Class of 2010, Systems Engineering & Foreign Affairs), 
Fiddler on the Roof, Once Upon a Mattress, Cabaret, Footloose, 
Sweeney Todd, Urinetown (FYP), Voices of the Class 2009 (Spectrum). 
 

Robert Eshleman (Class of 2011, English & Psychology): Urinetown 
(Technical Director); Sweeney Todd (Technical Director); Footloose 
(Lighting Designer) (FYP). 
 

Justin Feltman (Class of 2012, Sociology): is enjoying his U.Va. stage debut 
and is involved with the Filmmaker’s Society. 
 

Lindsay Ferris (Class of 2012, Philosophy & Russian Studies): Footloose 
(Stage Manager), Sweeney Todd (Assistant Technical Director), 
Urinetown (Run Crew Chief) (FYP), Grounds for Discussion ‘09. 
 

Amir Gassemi (Class of 2012, Biology) is enjoying his first Spectrum 
Theatre production. He is currently enrolled in Drama Department 
classes and looks forward to acting in future U.Va. productions. 
 

Anna Greenlee (Class of 2012, Biology) is enjoying her U.Va. stage debut. 
 

Bryce Griffler (Class of 2010, Systems Engineering): Voices of the Class 
2009 (Spectrum), Once Upon a Mattress (Stage Manager), Cabaret 
(Asst. Technical Director), Footloose (Asst. Technical Director) (FYP), 
HELP Line Outreach Committee Chair (2009-2010) 

Cast and Staff Biographies 
Brendt Harris (Class of 2010, Biology & Drama): Once Upon a Mattress, 
Cabaret, Thoroughly Modern Millie (Asst. Producer), Damn Yankees 
(Producer), Footloose (Producer), Sweeney Todd (Sound Design), West 
Side Story (Sound Design) (FYP), Grounds for Discussion. 
 

Courtney Hartnett (Class of 2013, Neuroscience & Interdisciplinary Writing) 
is enjoying her U.Va. stage debut.  She played mandolin for a Four 
County Players Theatre production this spring.  She also performs with 
the folk group at St. Thomas Aquinas Church and with her band of U.Va. 
students, the Webbsters. 
 

Katelyn Krause (Class of 2013, Environmental Sciences) is enjoying her 
U.Va. stage debut. 
 

Lily Patarinski (Class of 2011, Drama) is enjoying her U.Va. stage debut 
and has previously studied at the American Musical and Dramatic 
Academy, NYC. 
 

Alex Patton (Class of 2009, Biology Graduate): Virginia Glee Club 2005-
2009, Damn Yankees (Lighting Designer), Sweeney Todd (Lighting 
Designer), Footloose (Vocal Director) (FYP) 

 

Lauren Paullin (Class of 2010, Art History & Spanish): The Laramie Project: 
10 Years Later, Voices of the Class 2007 & 2009 (Spectrum). 

William (Bill) Mastrosimone first wrote Bang Bang You're Dead in 1999 to 

help prevent school violence. Note that the show premiered just weeks 

before the events of the Columbine shooting, as it was more strongly 

based on Kip Kinkel's shooting of his parents and classmates at Thurston 

High School in May of 1998. Mastrosimone has worked in Hollywood 

feature films, network and cable television, and theatre, since 1980. He 

considers writing for young people a vital part of his life’s work. 

Mastrosimone now offers the rights to the formerly royalty-free Bang 

Bang You're Dead, and other shows, through Icarus Plays 

(www.icarusplays.net). 

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT 


